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[95] ng/; Public Papers of the Presidents
LG .
wait until all the evidence is in, you can then Seaway came up, I called the Committeg j. Q. A
draw your own conclusions, and I think they  self in toto—every member of it~—down, ang ’ Save b
will be the correct ones. had it thoroughly and completely explaineg i you
. Q. Mr. President, in the publication of the to them by everybody who knew what the might ¢
Wake Island conference,?® there was no ref- implications of the St. Lawrence Seaway are, ' THE
erence to the time when you and MacArthur ~ After that conference the Committee vy CAESS
met alone. Have you any intention of is- . in favor of the St. Lawrence Seaway and that ; Q. V
suing any kind of memorandum on what included the Chairman, Ed Flynn never . there?
© . wenton between the two of you? -« said a word to me about the St Lawrence ) THE
: THE PRESIDENT. I do not. There was no- Seaway. In fact, I think he may be againg B bave 1o
body present there but the general and my-  it. Ihave never talked to him about it, QM
~self. It was a purely personal conference, * Q. I see, sir. Then there have beeg no . thouglh
and there was no record kept of it whatever, deals made to . I think
‘ although I know what took place there. I THE' eRESIDENT, Not that [ know of, 1 . ber ha
A do not intend to comment on ir, | don’t make deals on legislation, I put the - Comm
Q. You made no memorandum of it} - legislation up to the Congress, and then itis . VHE
THE PRESIDENT. No, ~up to the Congress to act on it. There C, dlaw
{7.] Q. Mr. President, some of the Con- . couldn’t be any deals made on that piece of any su
gressmen on the Hill are reporting around . legislation. _ : o me.
about that Mr. Ed Flynn of New York 4 [8.] Q. Mr. President, did you approve Col QI
came to the White House opposed to the St.  the price control order on meat? - report”
Lawrence Seaway, and after he talked with _  rr5 presient. I did, S v
] you he went away in favor of it. And that Q. I didn't know whether it had come up every ¢
. - after that Mr. Buckley,® the Chairman of the  to you direct? o to me
. Public Works Committee, said he couldn’t THE PRESIDENT. It was put up to me and | . what
\ go against his good friend Mr. Flynn and = approved it. o - “'h‘lc;
that perhaps there had been other conversa- [9:]1 Q. Mr. President, in that part of the C Q.1
tions at the White House lately, with various ~ Wake Island conference that was attended - Arary
- members of the House Public Works Com- by other people, were you aware personally - _ T
. mittee, regarding deals on the St. Lawrence - that there was a woman in the other room : I don’
' Seaway? Would you say that there have taking down what—— - ' Co Q@
been? ‘ . THE PRESIDENT, No, I was not. o THE
THE PRESIDENT. Well now, you are making Q. Mr. President, General MacArthur has - - . date.
a lot of implications that are founded abso-" expressed an opinion on the question of . . he can
- * lutely on false premises. .. whether or not Russia might intervene? S Q.1
‘ There is not a word of truth in anything -~ THE eresment. He is entitled to- that SR Tm\,
you have asked me. When this St. Lawrence  opinion—he is entitled to any opinion he . . | Q.
: " chooses. - s
*On May 2 the Senate Armed Services and For- ) Q. You have the benefir of_t_,h__e__info_rmation . intellig
cign Relations Committees released the administra= - gathered by the Central Intelligence o Q. r‘t

tion's documents on the Wake Island conference

v 1
preliminary to their hearings, beginning May 3, on - .m_u—— . s ‘ ‘.‘};::\;i
the dismissal of General MacArthut, - THE PRESIDENT, ——which he dica’t have * = : - ‘ |

‘S}cifi;isfd I;anll)?:n [f)]c.mocr:;ttic naﬁonal coramit- becaUS.c he wouldn’t lct the C"‘,“," t,i____lntcﬂi- { .' fam t(é
teeman from l:\fcw Yo’rk State, S, gence Agency work in Japan until 'just I : .GC“%

) "* Representative Charles A. Buckley of New York, .  cently. e ‘ ‘ ; irallntcé

"\ ' “ N v _ ;" ) : I"x, |
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Harry S. Truman, 1951 May 3 [95] - ;
fice i Q. And you were surrounded by men who Q. There wasa report— ' !
ﬁ,;a:; ve had experience in Moscow. . I wond?r _‘ THE PRESIDENT, I don't need to be checked - } -
j’rnd i you had any opinion about what Russia = upon It, but go ahead. ‘ i L
L izht or might not do? Q. There was a report made to you by
_,] o oz prestoenT. No, I bave no opinion to CIA in advance of the November 24, 25, 26
o o  upress. My opinions have been in action.  intervention by the Chinese, pointing out the
. ”:" ) Q Why wouldn’t_he let the CIA work ~ danger of Chinese intervention, is that not 1 _
:“L ere? i " correct, sir? : . : j .
) ,.m_wf: » iz presoENT. I don’t know. You will ' THE presEnT, I don'tknow. Iwill have
) “ ! tyvc to ask him. He'll answer you, I expect. , o look it up. I say I get those reports every
- ( 0. Mr. President, today there were—even.  day and they are that thick [Indicating].
- ‘ taough he wouldn’t let the CIA work there, I read them every day, too, but I can’t tell
Seifo {1 hink that be said that the CIA last Novem-  you the exact date or what was in any special '
s . ter had given the opinion that the Chinese |, report, without going back and looking it up.
:‘h; g Communists wouldn'? co’mc in? - Q. Idon’t meah— . N .
aitis | 7HE PRESIDENT. I didn’t know- that. The THE PRESIDENT. I understand. P
There i CIA usually reports to me. I.f: they mad.c ¢ Q. ——the date, I mean in advance of thc’ Do _
e of i sny such report to him, they didn’t make it - actual Chinese— ° o
o me. / THE PRESIDENT. | can’t answer that, with- * | *~ :
Jrove \ Q. Isn’t it true, sir, that they made a out looking it up. . : b
o ' geport to you ol November 217 . Q. Idon’t want to belabor this— :
;11E PRESIDENT. T hey make a report to me ruE presienT. Allright.  Goahead.
s up every day, so they must have made a report - Q. but were you surprised, from your
1o me on November 21, but I don’t know  knowledge of CIA and the other reports that
zad 1 ; what was in it. That has been qgite a came to you, when the Chinese Communists - ‘
? while ago. . - did come in, sir? ' S
of the _ Q. It was my idea that it was quite con- - THE PRESIDENT. I think everybody wasnot [« . .
_ended tary to what he said today.. " exactly surprised; they were sorry to see it ST ;
ally i ruc prostoEnT. If it's a secret document,  happen. _ o - B .
‘oom j [ don't know how you found out about it - Q. Well, General MacArthur seems to
I Q. Mr. President, when was the Ciis—— _ have been surprised., . ‘ . . i
g 1 PRESIDENT. I don’t remember the exact “wrE pRESIDENT, He was very much “sug- -
s | date. If you will talk to Gen, Bedell Smith,®  prised. [Laughter] S - :
“a of } he can tell you, ‘ Q. Mr. President, who persuaded General ! o ) ,
27 ¢ Q Iamnotsure he will, Mr. President. MacArthur to let the CIA operate?
- thar {  rac pRESIDENT. What? © rur presDENT. General Smith—General
5a he E Q. Iam not sure he will, . Smith, ol . 5
é rie presoeNt, He's the right kind of an © Q. T didn’t catch the question, sir? ‘ ' R ;
~arion { intclligence man, isn’t hel [Laughter] ' THE PRESIDENT, He wanted to know who H
geace ; Q. Not unless you were to call himupand persuaded General MacArthur to let CIA i A i
! say that he could. , - " intelligence get into his office, and I said TR :
hove g x5 prESIDENT. Well, I won’t do that, but ~  General Smith did that, He made a tip Lo o
ateilie ' I am telling you the truth and the facts. over there for the purpose. L IR R :
st e ' o 7s edel Smith, Discetor of the Cepe O Mo Prosident, could you el us what o
tal Intelligence Agencys + . S ~ the opinion of.the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
< IR V- 263
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[o5] May 3

comein?

1 That is the best place to get it

command or in his office? *
THE PRESIDENT. That is correct.

Smith persuaded him to let the CIA in? ™
THE PRESIDENT. ‘That Is correct.

[0

* look it up and give it to you.
Q. After the Chinese intervention?

cause I don’t know.

to have let the CIA come in?’

opinion when the time is right for it

that date,

Intelligence Agency come in?
THE PRESIDENT, 'That is for you to guess at.
Ican’ttell you,
Q. Mr. President, I recall that at Wakc
Island, when the conference broke - up,
¥ Joseph H. Short, Secretary to the President, '

264

Public Papers

the CIA was, prior to the Chinese interven-
tion, on whaether they would or would not

THE PRESIDENT. 'That is a matter of record
and will probably be answered in the Com-
mittee by the Chiefs of Staff themsclves,

Q. Mr. President, I am not clear on some-
thing there. Do I understand that for a time
General MacArthur would not let the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency work under his

Q. And there came a time when General:

Q. Sir, could you say was that this year,

THE PRESXD}SNT. I don’t remember the date,
It can be looked up. I will have Joe Short?

THE PRESIDENT, I can’t answer that, be-

Q. Mr. President, would you care to ex-
press an opinion as to whether you believe
it was unwise for General MacArthur not

THE PRESIDENT. I am expressing no opinion
at the present time. I will give you my

Q. Well, Mr., President, General Smith
made one trip to Tokyo in January. Has he
made more than one trip, or is that the one?.
tHE PRESIDENT. I think he made only one
trip. Idon’t know the date. I can’t confirm ‘

Q. Mr. Presidenbt, by what authority or
~ how could a general refuse to let the Central

on

of the Presidents |

around noon [ think, and the statement wag
issued that-—on the basis of the statement thy

we received, there was an air of optimisy, -

about closing out the conflict in Kores,
Could you say whether General MacArthys
persuaded those present at the conference

that the Chinese would not come in, and:

that—

* wae presipENT. 1 don’t know what effet
it had on the other members of the cop.
ference, but he persuaded me that they would
not come in.

Q. Well, could you say where the order
originated which permitted the United Na.

tions forces, then, to go up to the Yalu
River?

THE PRESIDENT. ‘That is a matter of tactics -

in the field, and is the responsibility of the
field commander. I never interfere with the
ficld commanders in any of their maneuvers,

[10.] Q. Mr. President, you said in the
early part of the conference that you had
complete  confidence in  Ambassador
O'Dwyer. I take it it would naturally fol.

low, then, that you have no Intention o£'

recalling him?
THE PRESIDENT., YOU are correct.
Q. Thank you,

[ Pause]

THE PRESIDENT. What's the matter?
[Laughter]

Q. Will you accept his resignation, sir, if
he were to——

THE PRESIDENT. Now, Duke,® what doyou
want to ask a loaded question like that for?
[Laaghter] You know I am not going to
answer that, I don’t look for any such pro-
cedure. He’s a fighter, just like I am.

[12.] Q. Mr, President, on Wake Island

there was something said about you and

General MacArsthur being in agreement on
the matter of Formosa. Since then, there
seems to be quite a divergence of opinion

® Duke Shoop of the Kansas City Stat.
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